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er 0 V foivie oy dene which ak 2 d our 
common people, carries ſeveral appearances of thoſe 
PR palſeſions which we meet with in the Goſpel-hif- 
tory. Indeed, 4 to caſt out devils” hath never yet been con- 
fidered as the province of the legiſlature ; but, unleſs ſome ſa- 
lutary methods are found out to abate its fury, it may poſſibly 
introduce a ſcene of univerſal madneſs and confuſion. Out of 
ſuch delirious confuſion it' is even poſfible that order might 
ariſe; but, from the known regimen of ſuch maladies, it muſt 
| neceſſarily be that of a hateful tyranny, eſtabliſhed equally over 
us all, by the worſt and meaneſt of men. A mild and eaſy 
government muſt be eſteemed, by every one in his ſenſes, à 
bleſſing too valuable to be ſubmitted to the diſpoſition or caprice 
of fortune: the poſſeſſed, perhaps, might think it the likelieſt 
means of redeeming his liberty; but the man in bis rigbi 
mind” would tremble for the event. But there is a Providence 
that can controul every ſpecies of "madneſs, and overrule the 
virulence of every diſorder ; the beneficial effects of which 
bleſſed Providence we may fel hope to . 
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iv To the CWADER. | 

ABIMELECH, th the money which had been þe generouſly 
beſtowed upon him, hired vain and light perfons to follow 
« him,” while he waded to the throne of his people through 
the blood of * threeſtore- and ten of bis own brethren.” The 
following is the parable which Jotham poke to the men of 
Shechem, upon that occakion : 
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9 „ ＋EE Sea W 4 time to anoint a ha 0 over 
e them; and they ſaid unto the Olive-tree, Reign thou over us : 
and the Olive-tree ſaid unto them, Should I leave my: fatneſrs. 
« herewith by me they honour Ged and man, and go to be pro- 
« moted over the Trees? And they ſaid to the Fig-tree, Come 
&. thou, and reign over us : but the Fig- tree ſaid unto them, 
' Should 1 forſake my. ſweetneſs and my good fruit, and go to be 
« promoted over the Trees? Then ſaid the Trees unto the Vine; 
% Come thou, and reign over us : but the Vine ſaid unto them. 
« Should I leave my wine, which cheareth God and man, and go. 
« to be promoted over the Trees? Then ſaid all. the Trees. unto. 
« the BRAMBLE, Come thou, and reign over us : and the 
« BRAMBLE ſaid unto the Trees, If in truth ye anaint. 
« ME king over you, then come and put your truft. in 
« SHADOW, and if not, let FIRE come out of the 
6s BRAMBLE, and devour the CE DAR S of Lebanon,” 
I ſhall leave the application of this fable to the * 
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FROM WHENCE COME. WARS AND FIGHTINGS AMONG You ? 
COME THEY NOT HENCE, EVEN OF YOUR LUSTS? 
T is the buſineſs of philoſophy and civil experience to furniſh us 
with ſuitable remedies for the evils and inconveniences of our 
ſocial and political ſtate. Later diſcoveries and improvements in 
natural philoſophy have enlarged our views of the material world, 
and rendered thoſe phænomena familiar to us, which were a terror to 
the Grecians, in ages of more ignorance and ſuperſtition. But the 
condition of mankind doth not ſeem to have been much bettered by 
all our boaſted refinements in civil wiſdom : we may derive a fource 
of amuſement from this ſtudy, and gratify the inquiſitive temper of 
ſpeculation; but unleſs we have learned the art of ſubduing our pre- 
judices, or directing our paſſions, agreeably to the deſignations of our 
wiſe Creator, of what real uſe to us are all our acquiſitions in the 
theory of good government, or information in the true art of living 


anon ? | 1 


Every man brings into ſociety with him, a natural care and concern 
for his own intereſt and preſervation, which diſcovers itſelf among 
the earlieſt of his affections; and when it operates in conformity to 
the public good, and connects itſelf with the welfare of ſociety, it 
deſervedly procures him the e of a good citizen. Our ſenſes 

i es wor 2 - = 


6 The OR1GI1N of our GRIEVANCES: 
Furniſh us with nd idea of Thar potiricat phantom, which uſually paſſes 
among the ignorant for a diſintereſted patriotiſm ; ſuch an affection 
for the public, I mean, as detacheth our own intereſt from the 
well-being of that ſociety of which we are members ; becauſe our 
own welfare muſt neceſſarily conſtitute a part of the whole, But when 
our Jaſts' and paſſions lead us — fagk 1 3s are intonſiſtent 
with the general welfare of mankind, and prejudicial to the particular 
intereſts of that community of which we are a part, we interrupt the 
ſyſtem and plan of Providence for Hur univerſal happineſs and ſupport, 
and become hurtful members of ſociety. The numerous race of 
mankind, though formed into different ſtates and Kingdoms, and go- 
verned by different laws, are but one ſingle family in the- moral go- 
verument of their great Creator. The eye of his providence, like 
that of a well-executed picture, looks equally upon all; and when our 
ſeveral intereſts are purſued in ſuch a manner, as is at the fame time 
connected with the general intereſts of mankind, we diſcover a mind 
enlatfed by true philoſophy, and enriched with divine knowledge. 


Bur is the world more ſettled in its peace and repoſe, ſince our ac- 
quainfance with this great truth, or our various refinements in the ex- 
tenſive province of political knowledge? Are nations more ſecure from 
the invaſions of each other, the depredations of hoſtility, or the incur- 
ſions of violence and plunder? Are po ciſcontents better provided 
againſt, or public diſturbances leſs frequent among the - individuals. 
of a community, or purſued with leſs rancour and bitterneſs, than in 
more barbarous ages of the world. Ws ot WD, 


Tux Apoſtle ſeems admirably to have reſolved the matter of public 
wars and private commotions into their true cauſes ; for whence come 
they, but from ſome one or other of our luſts, which collectively in- 
clude the general corruption of our nature? The experience of for- 
mer ages, and the times in which he lived, as well as the concurrent 
teſtimony of heathen * writers, might well juſtify to the Apoſtle the 
truth of this political maxim; and the ſame experience may authoriſe 
us to apply it to the ſame diſorders among mankind. We have evi- 
dent proofs that the Juſt of ſovereignty and dominion did * e 

with the unregenerate manners of the Gentile world, or the fal f an- 
cient Rome. It may be diſcovered among the materials that founded 
Chriſtian empires, as well as Heathen; and though the progreſſion of 


* Una et ea vetus cauſa bellandi eſt profunda cupido imperit et divitiarum. . 
| | 1 9 55 SALLUST.. 

Aurum et opes præcipuæ bellorum cauſz. Tacirvus.. 
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impaired, ann nd vigour. 


Wurz bun chisJuf 3 juſtified by the ſolemn authority of 2 
Pope, could give a ſanction to the Spaniards invaſloas in America, 
or abſdlxe them from the murder and maſſacre of its inhabitants, 
— that it was the misfortune of thoſe unhappy. 1 to have 
— TE — EOOInET e Datch 


— 
| ſtates. af yer rs after their example, to — themſelves of 
territories in all quarters of the globe, and to parcel out the dominions 
of Indian princes, with as much appearance of juſtice. and divine right. 
as if the people whom God had planted in that unknown hemiſphere . 
had been born to be their ſlaves. It were difficult indeed to juſtify 
the title which the Europeans claim to their dominions in both the 
Indies, upon the received + maxims of our beſt civilians, unleſs to diſ- 
cover the paſſage to their country, and to diſpoſſeſs and murder the in- 
habitants, ſhould paſs for 2. ſufficient one. And yet for how e 
centuries hath this weſtern world been engaged in long and bloody 
wars about the diſpoſal of an Indian crown, and all its powers engaged 
in adjuſting the right of their reſpective claims io the produce of theſe 
new - diſcoverod worlds. And what a perpetual ſubject of contention = 
is now opened to all Burope for ſuoceeding ages, while conqueſt al- 
lows them ſcarce time to breathe from the unfiniſned conteſt, and col - 
bet freſh vigour and ſpirits to renew their claims. Nor hath the peace 

of theſe kingdoms been lefs: diſturbed by intorpoſing 1 in the unchriſtian 
quarrels of other courta, from the grand political neceſſity of -prefery- 
ing a balance betwoen its ſevaral powors, or adjuſting on its public 
faith the various rr in 2 peer. or weak Catholit | 


| „Male eee derten ra forte er quod ages cer 
a tes ſibi qua! naturaliter dicebant, | 
Soros de Jure, Lb. it; Cap. 22: Sec; 14. 

f Kque 4 improbuns inventionis-titulo bt eas en quæ ab aho tenentur; 
etiamſi, 73; qui tener, fit injprabes- do Deo mulefſentiens aut hebetis ingen ez 
, ad dominium req uiritur aut virtus moralis, aut religioſa, aut intellectus perfectio. 

x Ibid: L. ii. C. 22. Sec. 8, 9. 
„ Follgſon's Religion of Nature, Sec 6. Frophl A | 
AND 


8. The ORIGIN of out GRISBVANCES : 


An if we ſearch into the origin of thoſe national diſturbanees, 
which have ſo long prevailed among us, we ſhall find that they like- 
wiſe flow from the very ſame cauſes. They have one invariable origin, 
and © come they not hence too — even of our Lufts ?* The ſame trifling 
jealouſies which have armed nation againſt nation, and made 'whole . 
kingdoms the theatres of bloodſhed, have, in times of the profoundeſt: 
public peace, broken out among the inhabitants of this iſland, and 
oppoſed party to party, with as much heat and violence, as if the ſub- 

| ject of the contention had been as intereſting as the ſalvation of their 
ſouls ; while the ambitious and defigning partiſans have ſat down on 
oppoſite ſides, and been calm ſpectators of that bloody tragedy which Joab 
and Abner ſeem to have inſtituted * : «© And Abner ſaid to Foab, Let thee 
„ young men now ariſe, and play before us; and Joab ſaid, Let them ariſe + 
« And they caught every one his fellow by the head, and thruft' bis fword 
% into bis fellow's fide.” It were not difficult to ſhew, that the like 
deadly tragedy hath often been rehearſed in theſe kingdoms, with every 
the ſame wanton circumſtance of cauſeleſs bloodſhed. © ©» 


THERE is no poſitive certainty as to the time when ſtates and King- 
doms began: the neceſſity of ſocial life muſt have been one of the firſt 
ideas, which a ſenſe of our mutual dependance upon each other, and 
the very conſtitution of our nature, ſuggeſted to us; and becauſe 
fociety could never ſubſiſt in a ſtate of perfect equality, it is probable. 
that government was as ancient as the world. We read in the firſt 
ages, that fathers governed their families, and probably with an au- 
thority little inferior to that which the moſt abſolute princes of the 
preſent age exerciſe over their ſubjects; with this difference, perhaps, 
that, as natural fathers, we may juſtly ſuppoſe them to have been al- 
ways ſenſible of thoſe real affections, which inclined them to mildneſs 
and moderation, and induced them never to employ themſelves but in 
the laudable care of procuring the welfare and repoſe of thoſe over 
whom nature had placed them. The ſame practice continued after 
the deluge; for in the book of Geneſis we have the con Omy of the 
twelve tribes exactly laid before us, together with the wars which they 
waged with neighbouring kings, who could have been no other than 
the heads of certain families, particularly in the days of Abraham ; 
for it is hardly probable that he could have ſubdued five kings at one 
time, if they had been ſuch powerful princes as are in our days at per- 
petual variance with each other. Small families, either through fear 
_ of oppreſſion, or for common convenience and ſecurity, incorporated 


” "themſctyes 


4 8 R M 0 N. | 9 
themſelves with more numerous ones, who being continually augmented 
by ſuch acceſſions, and ſtrengthened by their affiſtance, were able in 
proceſs of time to ſpread themſelves into conqueſt, and ſet up power- 
ful dominions. It doth not appear, however, that laws were ſo ſoon 
known among men. Joſephus obſerves, that the word yoes is never, 
uſed by Homer; ſubjects were governed by the commandment of their 
princes. But when the children of Iſrael were grown ſo numerous, 
that Moſes found himſelf unequal to the burden of fo vaſt a people, 
his father-in-law caft the model * of a ſtate policy for the government of 
that people, which paſſed under the inſpection and approbation of God 
himſelf; and for its wiſdom and deſign became a pattern of good go- 
vernment to + ſucceeding ages. Government continued ſimple in thoſe. 
ages, nor had the art of the politician yet been exerciſed upon it; and 
though the ruler and ſubject had but one common intereſt, yet as men 
emerged from a ſtate of nature, it was long before they were reconciled to 
it; they forgot that they had given up part of their liberties, and their 
diſcontents increaſed in proportion as their wants demanded relief, or 
their paſſions ſolicited gratification. And it is owing to ſuch unruly 
affections, that, as early as we can trace out any kind of government 
among men, we uſually find it accompanied with a natural averſion 
to reſtraint on the part of the governed, their paſſions furniſhing them 
with ſome objections to that obedience and ſubmiſiion, which the wiſeſt: 
laws muſt exact from men. | 1 3 


Tux Jewiſh. government was the pureſt monarchy in the world, even 
before the name of king was heard among them; and when their proſ- 
perity and plenty had made them fond of the pomp and ſtate of neigh- 
bouring nations, and they reſolved to have a king to judge them, yet 
they were ſo far from being happier, that there is hardly to be met. 
with a more diſcontented people than the Iſraelites. Under many of 
their kings, this circumſtance is perhaps leſs to be wondered at, be- 
cauſe they left no better characters behind them, than that they did 
evil in the ſight of the Lord, and ſlept with their fathers.” But no 
reign, through. the whole extent of that hiſtory, diſcovers the factious 
temper and deſigns of the great, and the levity and cauſeleſs diſcontent 
of the common people, more than that of David, a prince whom all 
ſucceeding ages have very juſtly complimented with the higheſt enco-. 


'® Exodus xvii, | n 
1 Romanas ſoliti contemnere leges,. 
Judaicum ediſcunt, et ſervant ac metuunt jus, 
Tradidit arcano quodeunq; volumine Moſes. 
| £7 % AIG R Þ | FIX JvvEN AL. 


father to his children, we hear of nothing but 


160 T. he Or1GtN of our GATEVAN rs: 
ra; = M tile to the ctown of Ifraef Wis uhexceptionable, for it 


on his head by the direct appointment of God; his admini- 
N government equal and cafy ; his heart tender and 3 


ſionate; fo ready to forgive ury, that he 9 expreſſed 
i Jen inſomuch that — | 


tenderneſs and forbearance towards the aggreffor; 
had the confidence to teff him, that he loved his enemies better than 


« his friends, and by ſo doing ſhamed the faces of his ferrants.“ And 
chough- his tenderneis towards his fubjects was little lefs than that 6f a 

plairirs'of want of 
juſtice, public reg and diſtruſts: indeed, the hiftot ret 
ſeems rather like one continued narrative of the unfucceſsfuf progreſs 
of rebellion and uſurpation, than that of the great king of a wiſe and 


_ underſtanding people. The virtues which ſhone from” the throne 
had no better effect, than to attract the eye of envy upyards, and breed | 


the ſeeds of ambition and difhke, as the paffions of the Great were ex- 
cited, or their immediate intereſts affected by them; while the minds 
of the common people were prepared to favour their defigns, by re- 
volting daily from their altegiance, to join the feclitrous head of M 


| party, or the abandoned leader of any faction. 


AzsaLom ſeems to have been the completeſt courtier of choke times 15 
he ſteals the hearts of his father's ſubjects by thoſe crafty arts of ſe- 
duction, which have been practiſed by hundreds finee his time the 
popular and patriotic inſinuation of what great things he would do for 
them © + if he was a ju 425 Fe firs at che king's gate, the place of 
public teſort— his hand falutes every man, and his courtly ear is open 
to every petition. There is not a cauſe which he flatters not : — « 

« matters are good” is his language to all; though it might be per- 


haps ſome monopoly of power, or peſtilent patent for ingroſſing the 


honours or employments of the ſtate; yer all is good matter, and the 

is none to hear but Abſalom. Though judges fat daily for rhe ad- 
miniſtration of public juſtice, yet it is a bold afinmaifon, and will go 
a great way with the vulgar. There is ſcarce a patriot in Iſruei — a 
dreamer of dreams—or a man that affects popularity, from Dam even ts 
Beerſheba, but believes his tale, and becomes his 2 What pity 
is it, that a prince ſo humble in his greatneſs, ſo fo affable, ſo fall o 
courteſy and compaſſion, ſhould not be a judge, ar leaſt; f not # king, 
in Iſrael. Hundreds go out after him in the ſimplicity of their hearts.” 
And no ſooner doth he meet with the juſt reward of ſuch heady and 
high-minded traitors, than the ah founds to Ireſh rebellion, and 
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fallen to- day into che deſigns of Sheba, who is at the head of the hun- 
at court, which they might have the varuty to think that they deſerved. 
beradventure they might have ſolicited ſome great employments, but 
had never yet been conſidered ; and therefore they have founded the 
alarm, that che Jiberties of their country are in danger, and they will 
pledge themſelves to the public to defend them. The diſſolute, the 
debauched, the ruined, the diſappointed, whoſe fortunes are become 
defperate, their neceſſities preſſing, or hopes of promotion defeated, 
flock all to their ſtandard ; becauſe they have all one common intereſt. 
in the public difturbance, and muſt be gainers by the confuſion ; 
whereas, if their pretences are diſregarded, how can they be faid to 
„fue any part in David, or inberitance in the Son of Feſſe 2” 


Nox doth conſpiracy ſtop here; for when the paſſions of the common 
people are found capable of being made inſtrumental to the deſigns of. 
ambition, they are ſeldom ſuffered to ſubſide ; and no ſooner did the 
age and infirmities of David bring their uſual attendants, inactivity and 
an averſion to public buſineſs, but the youthful. Adonijah attempts to 
ſeat himſelf in the not yet vacant throne of his royal father. It was 
the public good that inſpired him with this pious and well-timed.reſo.. 
lution , and, if ſucceſs depends upon human means, he hath taken the 
wiſeſt plan to enſure it ; © + for he is gone down this day, and bath ſlain 


« oxen, and fat cattle, and fheep in abundance : the people eat and drink 


before him, and ſay, God ſave king Adonijah.” He feaſts his friends 
with promiſes, as well as good cheer :—one ſhall. be over his tribute, 
and another over his houſhold ; and if any doubts which way his con- 
ſcience directs him, he ſhall have a commiſſary's place in the. regions 
f Dor”—or in the land of Sibon king of the Amorites, or Og the 
king of Baſhan.” —But alas! Solomon is anointed king; and if any man 
inquires for his new prince—he may, be. found hanging at the borus 
M anan2*: > * Foto: 1 r 


Wuo could have blamed David, if, like his predeceſſor, he had hid - 
den himſelf from a kingdom ſo troubleſome as that of Iſrael? Honour 
is heavy enough, when it comes on the eaſieſt terms; much more ſo 
when all mens cares are caſt on one; and moſt of all in a diſtempered 
ſtate, where the different humours of men mult be gratified, before 
the monarch can ſecure any peace to himſelf. 4 Saul knew this; and 


*: 2 Sam, 2X — @ + 1 Kingok. 25) 1.1 Sm. . „ 
| TE | | SE therefore. 


12 We Oni ef tour Crtevances: _ 
therefore he choſe rather to lie undiſcovered among the baggage of his 
tent, than to be troubled with the follies and impertinencies of ſtate, 
or perplexed with thoſe weighty and ſubſtantial cares which are con- 
cealed within the circle of a crown. Neither the ſelection of his lot, 
the approbation of Samuel, nor the ſound proofs of his cou could 
ſhield him from contempt, or win the hearts of all men. We may 
ſafely venture to pronounce the king of ſuch a people to be more un- 
happy than the meaneſt of his ſubje&s. In ſhort, the minds of men 
are naturally ſo impatient of ſubjection, their particular intereſts ſo di- 
vided, their deſigns ſo various, and their principles ſo different, that 
it is by miracle alone that princes live, and that the throne of the moſt 
mild and virtuous is eſtabliſhed ; for through the ſecret malice of ſome, 
and: the open violence of others, there is but little probable ſecurity 
for their perſons or government, unleſs the ſame hand that places the 
diadem on their heads, is engaged to maintain it there. . | 
Tatrs ſhort hiſtory hath ſhewn us, that the virtues of a prince, and 
a juft adminiſtration of government, 1s not always ſufficient to ſecure 
the affections of his people, againſt the deſigns of ambition, the cha- 
grin of diſappointment, or the reſtleſs ſpirit of faction; but that the 
diſtractions of thoſe early times were in a great meaſure owing to the 
ambition of a few, who miſled the common people, and improved their 
jealouſies and ſeditious humours to their own. intereſt and advantage. 
It had been needleſs to have diſplayed ſo largely the various humours 
and paſſions of men, and how artfully they may be managed in bring- 
ing about the public confuſions of government, had it. not been with 
ſome view of benefit and advantage to ourſelves. When we caſt our 
eyes back upon times of ſuch remote antiquity, we may be ſurpriſed 
to find, that virtue ſhould ever have been eſteemed the beſt ſecurity 
of a prince; and yet we cannot think it any great diſcredit to human 
nature, that the worthieſt men of paſt ages really did, and ſome few. 
of our own ſhould ſtill continue to approve. it. It was left to the wiſ- 
dom of the preſent age to pronounce, that virtue was fo far from being 
any ornament to a prince, that it hath rather an unfriendly influence 
upon the art of well- governing his people. David was never thought 
to have debaſed the royal character ſo much, as when “* he danced in 
an ephod before the ark. Michal looking through her winde, and 
ſpying the geſtures and attire of her devout huſband, views him with 
a mixture of ſcorn and contempt ; and, unable to conceal her ſhame, 
like Saul's daughter, thus upbraids him: „Ho glorious was the king. 
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. of  Ifrael toiday !” And the like conduct muſt appear as ridiculous 
in future ages, ſhould any people upon earth become ſo intoxicated 
with licentiouſneſs, as to eſteem blaſpbemy and irreligion the moſt finiſn- 


ed part of a great and royal character. 


Tux reigning paſſion of our land is to be great; indeed, the increaſe 
of wealth among individuals, and that profuſion of treaſure which hath 
poured in upon theſe kingdoms from the eaſt, ſeems to have renewed 
that old contention, which divided the firſt diſciples of Chriſt, who 
ſhould be greateſt.” Happy are the effects of Eaſtern ſlavery and ig- 
norance, where the people, among whom ſuch immenſe treafures grow, 
can tread them under their fert, without experiencing the tyranny of 
_ thoſe luſts which they beget when tranſplanted into theſe colder cli- 
mates. Immenſe fortunes ſuddenly acquired by lucky contingencies, 
without drudging through. the ſlow and progreflive ſteps of induſtry, 
have raiſed many to the ſtate of princes, to the native meanneſs of whoſe 
minds an humbler ſtation would have been much better adapted. They 
have looked:down from their proſperity as from a precipice, and their 
heads have turned giddy from ſo extenſive and unuſual a proſpect. 
Pleaſed to diſcover themſelves upon a level, in point of fortune, with 
thoſe whoſe rank is ſtill ſo much ſuperior to theirs, they become © heady 
and high-minded ;”:and, if their ambition be not gratified, they. fink 
into a ſettled pride, or a four and ſullen diſcontent againſt government. 
Their riches beget in them an high opinion of their own merit and 
abilities, which puſhes them forward after places of high dignity and 
influence, where their abſence might on many occaſions be of more 
ſervice to the public; or after titles of honour and precedency, to 
which they can have no real pretenſions, To ſtop the growth of this 
folly amongſt our countrymen would be an arduous undertaking ; yet 
it were much to be wiſhed, that ſome attempts were made towards it, 
if we regard the intereſts of mankind, or the welfare of our nation. 
Though there are many more circumſtances in higher life, to foment 
and cheriſh: this paſſion for ſuperiority, yet its influence is of late be- 
come much more general and diffuſive among the middle rank of peo- 
ple, and hath made them no leſs ambitious of vying with each other 
in every excels of luxury and popular fame. Commerce ſpreads her 
ſails, and ſearches every diſtant ſhore to wait upon us with freſh ſup- 
plies for out riot and extravagance. | Even the abandoned ſpirit of 
gaming, which ſeems at firſt to have been the diſeaſe of too much 
abundance, and was always claſſed among the vices of gayer life, now 
prevails among people of interior ſtation, nearly in proportion to their 
reſpective circumſtances and fortunes. Hence enfue the frequent 

breaches of thoſe ties which are of a truly ſocial and more tender kind, 
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violations of private friendſhip, connections formed upon no better 
principle than that of pleaſure and amuſement, and a more rare union 
and ciation of virtuous characters with each other; but, above all, 
2 diſſipation of mind unfriendly to virtue, and the diſplay of the gentler 


affections. That ſimplicity of manners, which ſo peculiarly charac- 


teriſed the early genius of our nation, and was longeft preſerved in the 
middle ſphere of life, hath been ſucceeded, not only by an affectation 


of the dreſs, and an imitation of the manners, but by an adoption 


likewiſe of the politer vices of the Great: the ſame faſhionable amuſe- 
ments, and pleaſurable purſuits, high notions of honour, and fine ſen- 


timents of religion, are embraced without diſtinction; and though 


there are modes of living, which are certainly beſt adapted to the dif- 
ferent circumſtances. of every ſtation, yet they are almoſt confounded 


in that emulation which 1s diſcovered in vying with the wealthy, in 


- 


the ſplendor of their tables, their equipage, and apparel. And when. 
the trade and commerce of any nation hath introduced a more expen- 
five manner of living, the bulk of its people may ſtill continue poor, 
in the midſt of a thouſand like advantages; . becauſe it is not to their 
incomes only, but their expences, that the wealth of every individual. 
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Fan this too ſudden increaſe of private, wealth,, and pregnant. 
ſource of general poverty, have ariſen 5 aur popular diſcontents, our 
grievances, and complaints, which have been ſo induſtriouſly directed, 


by the artful and deſigning, to the ſubverſion of public order, and the. 


relaxation of government. The Citizen, over his rich repaſt of coſtly 
viands, utters his complaints of a general poverty, without conſidering, 
that the daily ſplendor of his entertainments might furniſh him with 

ments to the contrary, and that, if the poor and induſtrious ſuffer 


them. The Rioter, that marched out becauſe he had been told of 


argu 
hardſhips, his own luxury and extravagance contribute to. increaſe 
dhe approach of famine, and committed havock and devaſtation to pre- 


vent its real arrival, now ſallies out into the ftreets, in dofiance of 
lame authority, and is rouſed to deſperate and eager menaces againft . 
government, by a ſet of dark and dangerous ſpirits « * zbat ſpeat out 
« of the duſt, and whiſper out of the ground.” The Mechanic ſees as 
little myſtery in government as in the exerciſe of his trade; and being 


told,. that things are badly managed, he readily believes it,- and gree- 


dily ſwallows every falſe tale that is to the prejudice of his rulers, till 
it is at length become a matter of the firſt moment to. our. ſafety, to 


endeavour to reclaim the minds of the common people to a ſobriety 
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dreadful report unto the people : * hey bave fam giants, the ſons of 
« Anak, compared with whom. they were but as graſhoppers—men of ex- 
« ceeding great fature, and eb as eat up the inhabitants thereof. The 
« congregation, - aſtoniſhed ar their matvellous relation, 5ft up their 
« woice and weep, 'and bid flone every one with ftones” that hath the con- 
fdence to aſſert the contrary. The affficted Patriot holds up the mir- 
ror before our eyes, and b ds us, for the ſake of ourſelves and our 

ſterity, take courage to look into our preſent ſtate of dang 7 
Piece heavens, what a fight! It is a land indeed, like that of | 
6 ng with milk and boney; bur the Hiutites and the 2 
have poffefſed it; we behold the ſevere ad ghaſtly viſages of d 
e_ 8 into life, and ſpectres ſuch as none But the arkeff 

on could ever paint; and which are ſo fat from being faith- 

ful erde of any thy” how . or reflected from the co- 
tour of 9 4 characters in our times, th are 'ofily the miſhapen 

features of our on gl loomy diſcontents. Appre enfions, which are only 

the negation of real fubſtance a 2 e in their aſpects às an army 
of Bend Saracens with the Grand Vifict at their head, of a oe of 

drags led on 8 line/s the Pope; Even the. calamities of 

T tie public miſtries every natioh 94 heaver 
ſinee the 080 b wy man, Pte collected in one channel, and form 4 
totrent ready to fall don upon the liberties of this cou Th 
ſpirit of the, whoſe paſſage through the, World was marke with 25 
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ſuch ſons of Zeruiab take too 


Their deceptions to great advantage with the multitude, only; 
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the man, whom a more thorough acquaintance with the grand phæno- 
mena of the political world hath rendered leſs acceſſible to every ſudden 
ſurprize of wonder or ſuperſtition, concludes, that it may prove in the 
end to be nothing more than a mote in the watchmens eyes, or perhaps 
0 oo. 4, 1 


Ix pxp it ſometimes happens, fortunately enough for the public, that 
o much upon them, and expoſe themſelves 
more effectually by their ridiculous endeavours to promote that pro- 
nſity towards the marvellous, in their fears as well as their faith, which 
iſcovers itſelf among the common bulk of mankind. And yet nothing 
can diſſuade the public from laying themſelves under every poſſible 
temptation of being cheated by ſuch pretenders to patriotiſm, as are 
Par, out into the world with the lying 815 of the prophet of Berbel. 
ublic life is only a political Kind of maſquerade, where though every 


one generally ſuſtains ſuch a character as is beſt ſuited to his different ge- 


nius and turn of mind, yet ſome may chuſe to act a part which is quite 
foreign from their real natures. The Roman Orator, when he would 
alarm the ſenate and the people againſt Catiline, and the reſt of the 
conſpirators, gives their private characters, as well as their public faults, 
from a preſumption, that, however appearances may differ, yet there is 
always ſome analogy between both, And it is equally a duty incum- 
bent upon us at this time, to examine narrowly into the characters and 
views, the different paſſions and reſentments, of thoſe who tell us that 
our liberties are in danger, or addreſs themſelves to our confidence, by 
propoling to ſtand forth as the guardians and protectors of a bleſſing - - 
fo dear and valuable to us all. And when the Infidel and the Blaſ- 
Pbemer ſhall appear foremoſt in this liſt of c ions, his intentions to 
ſerve the public will be juſtly ſuſpected; it being abſurd to conceive 
ſuch oppoſite ideas of liberty and virtue. 


311 p 


Ir would be to the real intereſt of the public to remen ber. that 
there are falſe patriots as well as falſe prophets, that ſee vanity and 


divine lies; and that as the latter are religious impoſtors, that ſeek 


familiar ſpirits; ſo the former are political jugglers, that can pa of 
Wo * I 44 


ing them in the face, and amuſing them with, the nonſenſe peculiar 
to their art; and that it is the diſtance only which aids the impo- 
ſition upon qur ſenſes ; whereas, if we were nearer to them, the 


” 


deceit would ibe, e eſcape our detection. Our own an- 


nals will ſupply us wich examples of men, who have owed their great- 
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neſs to the ſacred regard which they have profeſſed for our liberties and 
rights, who have ſoon ſunk down into the moſt infamous proſtitution of 
the public faith, by departing from that great principle, which ſeemed 
to animate them to glory. They ſtand Binh in hiſtory < for our en- 
« ſamples,” and live in the remembrance of their country, only to fur- 
niſh poſterity with precedents of this unhappy truth; and indeed, 
when popularuy is courted only with ſuch ſordid views to. private inte- 
reſt and ambition, it deſerves no better title than that of a deteſtable 
impoſition on the unſuſpecting honour and confidence of the nation. 
Superior talents and abilities, when they are directed to no better pur- 
poſe than to improve popular diſcontents, and inflame the minds of the 
ignorant and undiſcerning, are like © arrows in the hands of the. giant,” 
which wound with greater certainty from the advantage of his ſituation; 
while the vulgar, who ſeldom inquire into the reaſon of things, are apt 
to miſtake the bright poſſeſſors of ſuch talents, for a ſet of beings ſent, 
like Noah and his family into the ark, to prevent the deſtruction of the 
whole ſpecies, and marked out by Providence to be the deliverers of 
their country. Could we diſcern the ſecret views and purpoſes of 
every heart, how would the company. of patriots be reduced, like 
* Gideon's army upon this proclamatien, Let the falſe-hearted be 
„ gone; „ and there returned of. the people twenty and two thoufand.” 
And, in ſuch a “noble army of martyrs” to the public cauſe, may we 
not ſuppoſe, that the. clamougs of ſome few, at leaſt, againſt, govern- 
ment, are excited, only becauſe they have not the chief direction, or 
from a vanity that perſuades them, that they are fitter to rule than to 
> obey ; like cripples at the pool of Betheſda, they watch the troubling 
of the waters, and their Ges nts are daily heightened, "beck: | 
another ſteps in before them? And equally unintereſting, in ſuch a 
caſe, would be the conflict of.contending parties, and the juſtlings of 
the lame and impotent, had not ſome the art of en aging us on their 
ſide, by ſhewing, from their badly infirmities, that their title was better 


L ” 


than that of their competitors, to the great gift of being bead. 


Tur + Apoſtles have ranged the diſturbers, of public government, 
and the deſpiſers of dignitics, even under a Nero or a Claudius, among. 
the moſt licentious claſſes of men, whom Liberty, in our days, hath 
commanded to be written among her worthies ; while the ignorant are 
only deſcribed as a more harmleſs ſer of beings, whoſe general humour 
it hath always been to ſpeak evil of things which they underſtand . 
T St. PauP's Second Epiſtle to Timothy,..iij..6, and to Titus; General. Epilile o 
St. Jude; Second Epiſtle of St. Peter. A e 
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| « not.” Indeed the moderate man, from being uſed to ſubmit his faith 
to the direction of others, or from tod much indolence to inform him- | 
ſelf better, is apt to imagine, that, if public matters were rightly ma- 
naged, there could be no leading into captivity, no co xining in our 
< ſtreets; wheteas a little more acquaintance with the world would 
inform him, that captivity hath proved to ſome men he greareſt pro- 
vidence in nature; while others have wem home ſick of TR * 
they have been told that they were not in health. 


Takkr is an exprefiive deſcription of a wicked . in dle DMG 
of Ezekiel: Behold this tvas 2 ini vity of Sodom, Fee a Fubrf x | 
'«- bread, and abundance of idlenefs.” Had he lived in Britain at this day, 
he might have ſeen no occafion Vary the deſcription,” 5 fr to it to 
the preſent circumſtances of a people, living in all the refiriements of 

luxury and caſe, The moſt perfect idea of the real happineſs of ary 
people, is when the neceſſaries of life are fo nicely placed within the 
reach of induſtry, and bear ſo juſt a proportion to Non. chat the com- 

mon people may never experience too uch want, on the one hand, or 

| too great idleneſs, on the other; which, inſtead of feeding riot and 'EX= 

= travagance, would beft conduce to the true end of living.” Abraham, 

even in his leſs fruitful poſſeffions, had very little reaſon to envy his 
brother, when he pitched upon the well-warefed vallies, the abundance 
of whoſe produce Fecht fibued to idleneſd and pride. How much the 
morals of the common people may be vitiated, and the fame kind of 
idleneſs produced among 5 ;by a an overflow of abundance, is vifible, 
eſpecially im larger towns, from rhe few occaſional exceſſes which they 
have ah opportunity of $tarifyi ng. They have their luſts, as well as 

| their betters, and theſe they call their liberty; which they are fo reſo- 

0 - | Jute to maintain, and of which they voce Engl deplore the loſs 

i and though there are 1 0 lufts, according to the © ifferent Ae 

j 2-5." - tempers of men, yet t ey are all the diſtempers of tod much ful. 

il neſs, and, like vapours halen from a rich hd frunruf Wil, they mul. 

| : ly into ſtorms of ſedition, and end generally in confuſion. The great- 

real caufe of complaint we ſeem b to Rave among us, is the 

= 555 of mot of our national virtues; but this'is not yet become u 

| Of the public concern. In Ezekiel's days «there fate women Wee 

« for Tammuz ;” the world had ſbon learned to mori fbr va 

every f face is Huſhed with Plenty, AJ every” hand holds out Ie Ker oo | 
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| — Tremelius ſays, that Tobi was Oſyris, the huſband of Iſis, the 1 
defs ; and that theſe women were no other than the baſeſt kind of bea 5 
Jupinaria incolebant in domo 5 eum pibtis' Werifortis, 
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« of @ book written within and without, am there js. written within, 
« LAMENTATIONS, and MOURNING, and WOE,” 
And yet, of all nations, we ſeem to have the leaſt real occaſion to com- 
plain, or wiſh the overthrow and ſubverſion of our government: and if 
there are really any that do, they diſcover a temper ſomewhat like that of 
thoſe ſtrange people, who, in a daily ceremony, go out of their doors, 
with their faces unto the eaſt, and curſe the fun that gives them light 


and preſerving influence. 


x countries where wealth and commerce abound, they are not only 
attended with the miſchiefs above-mentioned, - but are apt at length to 
incline the mind to a general profane neſs and irreligion; and we have many 
fatal proofs on record, of the deſtruction which they have brought upon 
the moſt flouriſhing ſtates and kingdoms; no catalogue of ſaints being 
more numerous, 3 that of nations ruined by thoſe exceſſes which 
have grown out of their riches. It was ſaid of * Tyre, that © her merchants: 
« were Princes, and her traffickers ihe honourable of the earth , her eu- 
&« change the mari of nations, and her revenue the harveſt of rivers,” Vet, 
when ſhe . et her heart as tbe heart of God, how doth the prophet tri 
umph in the prediction of her overthrow : Is this the joyous city, whoſe 
* antiquity Was of ancient days ; that ſtretcbes out her hands'ovar the ſeas, 


* and ent tinggoms f". And, N may learn the fate of a whale nation, 
when its wealth hath begotten wreligjon, and every other inardinate and 


licentious appetite, from the circumſtances of one man, in the higheſt 


pitch of human grandeur and magraficence. No caſe can better ſerve 


ro illuſtrate this point, than that of F Nebuchadnezzar; a prince, whom 
if we conſider in his amazing conqueſts, or thoſe numerous and magni- 
ficent works, which were the admiration of all the world, we ſhall find 
none to ſurpaſs, through the large extent of hiſtory, And yet his 
heart was lifted up, and his mind hardened with pride; for, as he 
was walking upon his palace, or on the terrace of his hanging-gardens, 


and viewing the glories of the city which he had adorned, he burſt out 


in the overflowing of his. heart, 1s not this Babylon the great, that I 
* have built for the bouſe of the kingdom, by the might of my power, and 
for the honour of my majeſty? — And probably, if he had not been 
interrupted, he might have continued, thus: How then ſhall they 
drive me from among men?“ but he was interrupted; for while the 
word was in his mouth, a voice fell from Heaven —— < To thee, O 
« king Nebuchadnezzar, it is ſpoken—the kingdom is departed; — and 
immediately he loſt his reaſon, and was driven from the ſociety of 


| * Thiab Wii.. -'- | + Daniel iv. | 
2 « men.“ 


20 The ORIGIN of our GRIEVANCES, Se. 
« men.” His downfall indeed had been predicted twelve months be. 


fore; but he appealed, in his own mind; to his great ſucceſſes, the mag 
nificence of his works, and the terror of his majeſty, for his ſecurity , 


and therefore treated the ſuggeſtion of any ſuch calamity with contempt. 


This kind of preſumption is indeed the laſt ſtage of riches and power, 
and human folly, and carries with it many unfavourable ſymptoms'sf 


an approaching end. The circle of man vanities comes round by 
degrees, till at length it compleats its courſe in a f6rgettulneſs of God. 
And ſhould this nation ever arrive at the like fatal pitch of preſumption, 
the judgment and deciſion muft be with God, before whom all nations 
<« are as nothing,” and who will then vindicate his own honour and do- 
minion. We hve in an age too delicate to bear the application of any 
ſuch memorable inſtances of divine infatuation to the caſe of our preſent 
circumſtances and condition. Phyſicians, who have been moſt re- 
markable for their belief in a Divine Providence, have thought, that 
diſeaſes, which were incurable by common-remedies, muſt have had ſome- 
thing in them divine ; and that, in ſuch caſes, none but divine remedies 


could prove effectual: and the ſame may, with equal propriety, be 


applied to ſtates and kingdoms. 


Tux noble confeſſion which the recovered prince made, after his 
reſtoration to his reaſon, may be conſidered as a fine deſcription of thoſe 
ſalutary effects, which may ariſe to any people, from a renewed con- 
fidence and dependance upon the Almighty in his providence and go- 
vernment, as their only happineſs and ſupport: * lifted up mine 
te eyes unto Heaven, and mine underſtunding returned unto me; and I 
&« praiſed the Moſt High, and honoured Him that liveth fer ever; and 
& at the ſame time my reaſon and my brightneſs returned unto me. Now 
« I Nebuchadnezzar praiſe, and extol, and honour the King of Heaven, 
„all whoſe works are truth, and his ways judgment; and thoſe that walk 


in pride be is able to abaſe.” 


* Dan. iv. 34, 36; 37. 


